
Hearing loss  
and deafness
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Sometimes I feel left out 
when I’m with hearing people 

who can’t use sign language 
because I can’t be part of their 

conversation. But I have lots of friends 
who sign, and my family can all sign.

Hearing loss is when a part of someone’s ears isn’t working 
properly and they can’t hear sounds clearly.
For some children it might be very mild, and for others, it might be more severe. Deafness is when someone 
can hear almost nothing, or nothing at all. One or both ears may be affected in different ways. 

Deaf children might find communicating tricky, so they could use a hearing aid, sign language and lip reading 
to help them understand what is being said.

There are more than 45,000 deaf children in the UK.

Some people are born with hearing loss. It can be caused by a problem before or during birth, a condition 
that is inherited by members of their family, a head injury, illness or very loud noises. You cannot catch it from 
someone else with hearing loss.

Helen Keller (American author, activist and lecturer), Thomas Edison 
(inventor of the light bulb), Ludwig Van Beethoven (composer), Halle 
Berry (Oscar-winning actor), Bill Clinton (former US President).

what is hearing loss and deafness?

what causes hearing loss?

famous people 
 who have hearing loss
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deaf
Imagine you’ve made a new friend at school. Give her a name, an age, and think about what her interests are, 
what she might like and dislike. Then imagine this is your new friend’s diary and write an entry from her about 
the day she met you. Use your factsheet about being hearing impaired to help. 

A tip: think about what it might be like for her in class not being able to hear conversations and what it would be 
like not knowing when the bell rings. Remember, her whole day isn’t just about being hearing impaired, she’ll 
have the same kinds of experiences as you, too!
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My new friend is:

Her name is

She is   years old

She likes loom 
bands and 

She dislikes 
beetles and
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Dear diary,
Today I started my new school and it was


