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Braille is knowledge and 
knowledge is power.

Louis Braille

Braille is a way of writing words and numbers on a page 
using raised dots.
Blind people can read these dots using touch. Braille is read from left to right across the page using the 
soft pads of your fingers. It is a code based on six dots, which are arranged in two columns of three dots. 
There are 63 possible combinations. Using braille, a blind child can learn to read just as well as children 
who can see. 

Paper braille books are much thicker than ordinary printed books. In fact, they take up about 5 times 
the space, but technology is developing new ways to create braille. A refreshable braille display or 
braille terminal is an electro-mechanical device that translates electrical signals into braille by raising 
and lowering pins. As you read through different sections, the display updates the braille. Accessible 
technology like the braille terminal means that children can use braille to surf the Internet, send emails 
and download music, just like their friends.
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Braille was invented by a young Frenchman called Louis Braille. Louis 
lost his sight when he was 3. When he was 10, he won a scholarship 
to the Royal Institution for Blind Youth in Paris. The school had a few 
books with raised letters, but they were tricky to read. Most of the 
time, the teachers just taught by talking. 

Then one day in 1821, Charles Barbier, a retired soldier, visited Louis’ 
school. He told the children about a top secret code made up of 12 
dots called ‘night writing’ that was used on the battlefield to avoid 
speaking. Louis had an idea. At the age of 12, he started to develop 
a new system of reading, just like the soldiers, using six dots instead 
of 12. By the time he was 15, he had published the very first book 
in braille. 

Now almost every country in the world uses braille, all thanks 
to a clever 12-year-old with a great idea.

who Invented braille?


